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HISTORY OF 
PUBLIC SCHOOL 
IS COMPILED 

Miss Rankin Writes Of 
Progress Of District 
Since Opening In 1855 
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T H E PUBLIC SCHOOL 

Bo u a da ries for school districts 
weer fixed by New Yor]/ Sta te 
Commiss ioner of C o m m o n 
Schools in 1812 and A. Ward, 
Carpenter and Sons map of 1820 
shows Dobbs Fer ry in School 
District No. 2 of the Town of 
(Jreenburgb. T a e first school 
house was located on Ashford 
Road in the Abram Storms, later 
Jacob s tymus property (later 
King property) near the east 
boundary of Dobbs Ferry. It was 
a small two-story house contain­
ing a room for younger children 
on the first floor and another 
room on the second floor for 
older children. The school house 
stood over a brook. Children 
from Ardsley and Dobbs Fer ry 
and t h e counrtyside around, a t ­
tended this school dur ing the 
years, until 1885. 

The Vaioa Free School District 
_ of Dobbs Fe r ry was established 

by a vote of the residents on 
March 15, 1855. This District 
No. 9 elected a Board of Educa­
tion of ..six members, e.g. John 
J . Storms and George Schmidt 
for, cup* year , terms; Joseph Banks 
and Meyer H. Meyer for two-year 
te rms and James H. Fooley and 
David . McClure for - a : three-year 
term. John J. Storms was elected 
president and, Joseph Banks as 
secretary and librarian, and 
ft* W. Lawrence was appointed 
collector of the tax which was 
levied in. an amount of $430 for 

' t h e • ensuing year." The school. 
building stoop opposite the head 
o f High Street on" preperty of 
Conrtlandt Palmer, father in law 
of Mrs. Henry Draper, now the 
Draper Lane Apartments . In tha t 
first year of 1855-56 the num-

"ber of scholars on the register 
was M and the average number 
in daily at tendance was 49. 

W. c. Sampson, the teacher, 
paid a salary of $500 per an­
num, complained on Sept. 17, 
18.55, that, the re was not enough 
room in the schoolhouse to seat 
all scholars comfortably. There­
fore the board arranged on April 

was called t o consider the pur-, 

chase of a new school si te. 'In 

February. 1857 it was voted to 
raise $2,500 for building a school 
house, $1,200 to buy the site, 
$400 for furnishings and $350 
for grading th lots. The site on 
High Street, directly opposite the 
present Post Office In the cen­
ter of the village, was purchased 
from David McClure—three lots 
measuring 40x120 feet. Hugh 
Downey was builder of the new 
school house which was com­
pleted in August, 1857; i t was 
a frame and concrete s tructure, 
two stories high with a base­
ment above ground on the hill­
side, containing ten or fourteen 
classrooms. It had two entrances 
on High Street and two doors on 
ground level to the playground 
at the rear . 

The school was divided into 
three depar tments : primary, 
intermediate and higher code of 
instruction. W. C. Sampson, 
teacher at $550 yearly salary, 
and Martha W. Terry a t $250* sal­
ary and Rachel Breckels at $150 
salary were responsible for th is 
large and modern school house 
and its many classes. There were 
388 scholars; and by 1862 the 
enrollment had increased to 411 
children between the ages of 
four and twenty-one—and only 
three teachers to instruct them. 
In September, 1859, O. Sidney 

the scholars on Jan . 11 . 1897. 
The old school property on 

Main Street was sold for $8,000 
and the building was rased. The 
tax levy in 1897 had increased 
to $17,100 on a rea l estate as­
sessment of $5,295,883, t h a t is 
a tax ra te of $2.72 per thousand. 
In 1898 the tax ra te was $3.09 
in 1901 to $3.30, in 1905 to $3.40 
and $4.00 per thousand in 1909 
in order to pay the cost of im­
proved program of education in 
the school 

A kindergar ten was established 
in the public school in 1897. 
Physical t ra ining and manua l 
t raining were both introduced as 
departments in 1906. A com­
mercial course was first offered 
in 1912, and the gymnasium was 
also equipped tha t year. A school 
nurse was added to the staff in 
1912 but shared with Hastings 
and Irvington Schools. 

by year as the enrollment grew 
and as the s tandards of educa­
tion were improved. A superin­
tendent ( the position had been 
crated in 1929) was paid $6,600, 
the principal of the elementary 
school was $3,050, while the en­
rollment numbered 506 in ele­
mentary and 361 in high school 
in 1947. As s tandards and costs 
of living soared so did school 
costs when we find i n 1949 the 
high school teachers were receiv­
ing $3,000 to $4,300 and elemen­
tary $2,800 to $3,950, principal 
$5,500 a n d superintendent 
$7,500. 

At this t ime, the Board of 
Education considered the advisa­
bility of consolidation of schools 
with the neighboring village, 
Ardsley, in order t j j |gain greater 
flexibility in courses of study 
and to effect economies. After 
a thorough investigation was 

In 1909 funds were voted b y . m a d e by a citizens' committee 
the residents to add a new build- and after many months ' study 
ing a t the back of the school j by the board, it was recom-
building on Broadway to be used mended tha t a proposal for con­
fer a high school. Growth in .sol idat ion foe placed before the 

residents. After much public 
discussion in 1951 a vote was 
taken in January, 1952, which 

5, 18 56 to hire the Robert Court-
wright house (now the site of 
Dick'* Cabin) for a schoolroom 
a t annual rent of $60; and Re­
becca A.- Graham was employed 
a s assistant teacher for $200 a 
year. Even with the extra school 
room, by Dec. 30. 1856 accom- A brick building with a tile roof 
modations were too small, and a was completed and dedicated on 
special .meeting" of the residents ' Dec. 23, 1896, and opened to 

Smith was retained as principal 
a t a salary of $600. The Board 
of Education established regular 
vacations a t one week dur ing the 
Christmas holidays, and three 
weeks in August. 

The first school house and its 
land were sold to Courtland 
Palmer in 1857 for $1,000. The 
school levy in 1860 was $1,50 
compared with $430 in 1855. 
The Union School on High Street 
( la ter Main Street) was used 
continuously with the teaching 
staff increasing from three in 
1857 to five in 1868 and to eight 
in 1871 and thereafter un t i l ! 
1895. On that date the teachers 
were receiving a salary of $600 
a n d the principal $1,400. The 
^ax levy on the residents amount­
ed to $11,100. 

• By this date the Board of Edu­
cation knew tha t the school was 
too crowded and i t was neces­
sary to build a new one. At a 
meeting of citizens called for the 
purpose on Jan. 3, 1895,* the 
voters approved the acquisition 
o£ a new site and the construc­
tion of a new school building. 
$60,000 was to be raised, and 
the D. Appleton estate on Broad­
way, just north of Ashford Ave­
nue intersectoin, was purchased. 
Bids were opened for construc­
tion of the school in September, 
1895, and Thomas Brennan was 
the lowest bidder; carpenter 
work was done by P. F . Gillespie 

Back-to-school time is 

dig-'m-the-pocket time... 
for tuition, books, 
clothes, lab fees. If a 
prompt loan from 
County Trust will help you 
meet this large cash 
outlay, stop in today. 
You'll like the fast, 
confidential service... 
low rates... convenient 
repayment plan...at 
"Westchester's Bank"! 

at tendance continued which ne­
cessitated another wing added 
to the building in 1922. For pur­
poses of comparison, we note 
that in 1923 the school accom­
modated 660 pupils and the sal­
ary schedule of teachers was 
$1,200 minimum and $1,800 
maximum for elementary school 
and $1,400 to $2,000 for high 
school faculty. A sale of $58,000 
in bonds in 1926 made possible 
the purchase of the Cooper estate 
adjoining on the north. In 1931, 
the Cromwell estate adjoining 
was likewise purchased to pro­
vide more land so that a new 
high school building might be 
built. . 

Financing a new school build­
ing was most difficult during the 
depression years a n d long delayed 
but finally i t was made posisble 
by a Federal Loan and a grant 
as a Federal Works Project 
under t he supervision of the 
Public. Works Administration 
The architects of the splendid 
new school building were Knappe 
and Morris, general contractors 
were George A. Ful ler Co., while 
John T. McCormick was president 
of the Board of Education who 
had the special help of three 
loyal citizens, Robert J. Eidlitz, 
Abram Bastow and Mayor J . J . 
Walker. Thex commodious Junior 
and Senior High School Building 
of the Union Free School Dis­
trict No. 3 was dedicated on Feb. 
11, 1936. Xt is a modern school 
In every respect, well built of 
stone, most artist ic in lines and 
set back from Broadway in the 
midst of green lawn and beauti­
fully landscaped, also provided 
with ample parking space, a large 
auditorium for public assemblies, 
and generous playgrounds. I ts 
total cost was $802,093, of 
which $576,093 was paid by the 
School District. At this date, 
1936, the principal 's salary was 
$6,000 and the teachers ' salary 
schedule was $1,400 to $2,800. 

School budgets increased year 

cient for the increased at tend­
ance and classes had spilled over 
Into basement rooms which were 
not considered suitable for such 
use. Facing this situation, the 
Board of Education explored 
vacant land in the village of suf­
ficient . acreage for a school build­
ing, and after careful -study sug­
gested a portion of the Arnstein 
estate on Ashford Avenue near 
the east boundary, and as it hap­
pened across the avenue from the 
site of the first little red school-
house of IS5 5—exactly 100 years 
ago. The proposal placed before 
the voters in the fall of 1955 in­
cluded the purchase ot $% acres 
of land and architect 's plans for 
a new elementary school building 
estimated to cost a little more 
than a million dollars. The ma­
jority of the voters of District 
No. 3 did no approve the pro­
posal. 

All members of the Board of 
Education who have worked de­
votedly toward solving the prob­
lem of inadequate school facili­
ties are still facing tha t im­
passe. As a temporary measure 
some classes meet in half-day 
sessions. The Elementary School 

showed a majority against con- of 1897 is sadly in need of re-
solidation of Dobbs Fer ry schools 
with the Ardsley school. 

Many loyal citizens have served 
on the School Board, each for 
a term of three years or more 
and many reelected for continu­
ous trms. They are too many to 
name here but we shall indicate 
th terms of the presidents of the 
Board of Education as follows: 

John J. Storms 1855-59, W. K. 
Couzens 1859-61, James Wilde, 
J r . 1861^65, Rev. S. J. Pr ime 
1865, A. O. Willsea 1866-67, 
George L. Osborn 1868-75, D. 
Ogden Bradley 1876-78, James 
Pat terson 1S79, George B. Tay­
lor 1880, Andrew C. Fields 
1881-82, Joseph Hasbrouck 1883-
94. Hugh Downey 1895, Charles 
P. McClelland 18&5-1916, Robert 
Denniston 1917-1921, Charles P. 
McClelland 1921-27, John T, Mc­
Cormick 1927-42, Eugene R. Ver-
din 1942-46, Emory R. Roraback 
1946-48, Richard Hazen 1948-51, 
Edward iG. Bathon 1951-52, Hud­
son W. Kellogg 1952-54, Noble 
P. Cowles 1954-date. 

After anotner year in 1953 the 
board in considering the future 
growth of the school felt it 
necessary to acquire^ more land 
on which tp build a second ele­
mentary school. The space in the 
present building was not suffi-

pairs, for which the residents in 
February, 1956, voted approval 
of such expense in the amount 
of $20,000. Also a committee of 
citizens representing all phases 
of opinion regarding school prob­
lems has been appointed by the 
Board of Education to re-study 
the present s i tua t ion ' and to 
recommend proposals ot secure 
adequate school space to accom­
modate a constantly growing 
school population. As of Septem­
ber, 1956, Dobbs Fer ry enrolls 
779 pupils in its elementary 
shcool and 527 in junior and 
senior high school — a to ta l of 
1,306. 

The faculty now consists of 
67 teachers, two librarians, one 
nurse, two principals, one super-

advantages m a t a modern public 
school dan offer, prepare s tudents 
who rank well and are accepted 
in colleges with the highest 
requirements. 

The good citizens of Dobbs 
Ferry recall with nostalgia their 
days in public school and many 
remember with joy their teachers 
who, in some instances may have 
remained on the faculty of the 
schools for decades and have 
taught several generations of the 
same families. For instance, Miss 
Brigid Gibbons became a grade 
teacher in 1896 and taught one 
year in the old Union School on 
Main Street, moving to the new 
school on Broadway where she 
continued in the upper grades 
until 1951; she is remembered 
as a splendid disciplinarian and 
much beloved. Miss F . Marion 
Wood, a high school teacher of 
English joined the faculty in 
1913 and remained unti l ret i re­
ment in 1950—a capable and re­
spected instructor. Mr. B. M. 
Sheppard, a principal well liked 
and held in high esteem, served 
from 1912 to 1926. Miss Mar­
garet Burlock, a third-grade 
teacher from 1922 to 1954 was 
much loved. The first superin­
tendent was John A. McGinness 
who gave good administrat ive 
service from 1929 to 1949. Many 
residents will recall other teach­
ers who were their favorites. 

The lit t le country school house 
of 1855 which accommodated 80 
scholars a t a cost of $430 has 
grown into a school system in­
s truct ing 1,306 students , prepar­
ing them for a higher education, 
a t an annual cost of $587,000. 
Here is one full century of de­
velopment of public education, 
typical of most schools in the 
United States. Note tha t six 
months after the Public School 
was opened it 1855 it became 
crowded. The Union School of 
1857 was crowded with 411 chil­
dren by 1862 and had to be re-

the principle tha t both the State 
and local school district must 
share the costs of education. Re­
duced to simplest terms s ta te aid 
i paid out on the basis of ei ther 
a s ta te aid formula or a flat 
grant , and is calculated on the 
basis of Average Daily Attend­
ance. Generally speaking the 
more local valuation there is to 
tax, the less s ta te aid is payable. 
Consequently as a general rule, 
wealthy communities receive s ta te 

' a i d through th flat g ran t and 
the less wealthy receive aid 
through application of the for­
mula. The formula aid is sub­
stantially greater than the flat 
aid grant . Dobbs Fe r ry on the 
basis of its evaluation receives 
aid through the flat grant . 
About 20 per cent of the dis­
tr ict 's total expenditures are 
borne by the State. 

The improvement in educa­
tional s tandards can be indicated 
statistically by noting the cost 
of education per pupil. In 1855 
the cost per pupil was $5.38 per 
year. One hundred years later in 
1955 the cost per pupTl per year 
for t o t a l xpenditures was 
$531.14. The Village of Dobbs 
Fer ry has kept pace with the 
best in education in the County 
of Westchester and the State, of 
New York. 
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TREE SERVICE 
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24 MAIN STREET 
Dobbs Ferry, N. Y. 
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DEPENDABLE 
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Phono, Car Radio, TV 

LASLO TARI 
103 MAIN STREET 
Dobbs Ferry, N. Y. 

of the board, and 11 custodians. 
The total monthly payroll is 
$346,65 for a total of 97 em­
ployees. The salary schedule for 
teachers is $3,600 minimum and 
$6,600 maximum for thdee with 
A.B. degree and $3,900 to $6,900 
for ^Master's degrees. Th« school 
tax ra te in 1956 is $231,79 per 
thousand of real estate valuation. 
Actually the school system may 
be envisioned as over half a 
million dollar a year business. 
Educationally. Dobbs F e r r y 
siisools hava a very high s tandard 
of instruction, provide al l the 

1897. Additions had to be made 
to that building in 1909 and 
again in 1922. Another large and 
modern high school building was 
needed in 1936. 

It is not readily apparent to 
many citizens tha t the cost of 
educating young people is shared 
by the State. This has been the 
cast since 1812. The modern con-
cept of the State 's financial re­
sponsibility to education began 
in 1925. Financial support by 
the State to local school districts 
is commonly referred to as Sta te 
Aid. This aid is distr ibuted on 

Members of the Rosary Sanc­
tuary Society of St. Matthew's 
Roman Catholic Church, Hast­
ings, a t their first Fal l meeting 
on September 9 will make pads 
for patients at Rosary Hill Hos­
pital. 

Residents interested in sup­
port ing the project can donate 
old linens. Funds are also re­
quired for purchase of cellulose 
packing. 

Mrs. George Brown ^pf $ 19 
Warbur ton Avenue and Mrs. 
John Brazil of 535 ^SVarburton 
Avenue, Hastings, a re receiving 
donations. 

RESERVISTS 
TRAINING AT 
FT. BRVOIR 

* * P > w s a « 

« Lt. Wm. AHey, Jr., 
Commanding Twenty 
Local Men At Camp 

A group of 20 Army Reservists 
fiom the Dobbs Ferry area has 
arrived a t For t Belvoir, Virginia, 
to join approximately 1,250 men 
in two weeks of training in mili­
tary engineering. 

The reservists are members ot 
the 939 Camouflage Company. 
composed of five officers and 15 
enlisted men and commanded by 
Firs t Lieutenant William R. 
Alley, Jr. , of 522 North Broad­
way, Dobbs Ferry. 

During their tour of active 
duty a t the Engineer Center at 
For t Belvoir, the men will re­
ceive training in methods of 
camouflag—their military speci­
a l ty—as well as field fortifica­
tions, construction of timber-
trest le and Bailey bridges, rig­
ging, scouting and patroling. 
mine warfare and compass read­
ing. 

Next week, the entire encamp­
ment will f go on"*, a . -36-hour 
bivouac. 

After completing their train­
ing on Sept. 7, the reservists will 
re turn to Dobbs Ferry, where 
weekly meetings at 18 Oak St. 
will continue throughout the 
year. 

PLANNING TO MOVE 

Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Skinner of 
.-• * # 

Osborn Manor Apar tments are 
planning to move to Arc Wood 
Esta tes in Briarcliff Manor the 
end (jf this month. 

Mrs. McLoughlin 
Succumbed Sat. 

Hast ings Res ident 
D i e d A t Grasslands 
A t A g e Of 7 5 Saturday 

Mrs. Agnes M. McLoughlin. 
seventy-five, of 26 Elm Street, 
Hastings, died Saturday at Grass­
lands Hospital, Valhalla, after a 
shor t illness. She was the widow 
of William D. McLoughlin. 

Born in New York City, 
was brought to Hastings at 
age of two. She was a communi­
cant of St. Matthew's Church. 

Surviving is a sister, Mrs. 
Susan A. Moffat of Bayside, Long 
Island. 
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BUT U. S. SAVINGS BONDS 

DICK'S CABIN 
SUNDAY STEAK SPECIAL 

COMPLETE STEAK DINNER 
$3.50 

SERVED FROM 1 until 12 P. M. 
MAIN STREET DOBBS FERRY 

Telephone DObbs Ferry 3-9729 
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Dobbs Ferry 
News Delivery 
(Atlantic Enterprises) 

HOME DELIVERY OF 
tEARLY MORNING, SUN., 
(AFTERNOON and LOCAL 

NEWSPAPERS 
39 Chestnut Street 

DO 3-6158 
MICHAEL P. SPINA 
PAUL QUiGLEY, JR. 
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J A C K S O N A V E N U E H A S T I N G S - O N - H U D S O N J 
Tel . H A s i m g s 5 - 0 7 1 3 Oppos i te M t H o p e Cemetery } 
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M o n u m e n t s e r e c t e d in all C e . n e t e r i e s 
Single Grave Headstone erected in Cemetery 

COMPLETE COST — $85.00 and up 
Family Plot Mounments erected in Cemetery 

COMPLETE COST — $185.00 and up 
( P r i c e s s l ight ly h i g h e r in G a t e of H e a v e n C e m e t e r y ) 

HUESS MONUMENTAL ART WORKS 

TeL DObba Ferry 3-4757 
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! Upholstering - Draperies 

'ew Modern, Stainless Steel Diner 
ALL MODERN FACILITIES 

OAL LUNCHEONS - FULL COURSE DINNERS 
ALA CARTE MENU 

F E A T U R I N G 
Charcgal Broiled Steaks, Chops, Hamburgers 
Bring the whole family to enjoy dinner in our spacious, colorful 

dining room designed for your comfort. 

OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY • AIR CONDITIONED 
PARKING FACILITIES 
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Slip Covers 
repairing and reHnishing 

•nee l t31 

WILMER T, BARNES 
( 32 CEDAR STREET DOBBS 
i DObbt Ferry 34661 
[ Furniture Cleaning 

• N.Y. 
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MAYFLOWER DINER 
DOBBS FERRY 

FRANK OTERO, Prop. 
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