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LARGE ESTATES 
ARE FEATURES 
IN HISTORY 

History Group Of The 
Village Continues; 
New Series Started 

OUR VlOiAOE 
OF 

DOBBS FERRY 

The Local History Group of 
the Dobbs Ferry Public Library 
continues its history of tlie vflr 
lage. Twelve chapters have been 
printed in the Doftbs Ferry Reg-
i>ter and many more chapters 
are to com®. The attempt is to 
present them . in chronological 
order. Many persons have coop­
erated to bring these facts to­
gether to make them a story. If 
amy resident knows additional 
facts we shall appreciate receiv­
ing them so they may be added 
to the history. Corrections too 
will be most welcome. _ 

in the country and commute 
every day to the City. One of the 

• 

first business men from the City 
who bought property in Dobbs 
Ferry was James Wilde Jr., a 
piosperous clothier. His acreage 
began at the northern edge of 
the village on the west side of 
Highland Turnpike (now Broad­
way) and extended to the center 
or the village and included the 
north branch of Wicker's Creek. 
He named his estate, "Mid-
Grove" and he built an attrac­
tive stone mansion with porches 
overlooking the broad expanse of 
the Hudson. The brook had a 
lovely water-fall right near the 
stone entrance gate to his estate. 
He had a dock on the river for 
his yacht and boats. He had his 
furniture brought from New York 
City in one of the sloops on the 
river which carried freight at a 
cheaper rate than the railroad 
did at that time. 

Mr. James Wilde Jr. became 
an active member of the South 
Presbyterian Church beginning in 
1S>58 and a decade later served 
as chairman of the committee of 
church trustees which selected 
the site for the new church build-

Chapter 13 
The Urge Private Estates »• ^ *»"* pro

f
perty 

Gould Estate. „ 
On Ashford Road (or Avenue), 

On the south side a block above 
the Little White Church was 4 
large estate on the hillside where 
Fred J. Stone had built his 
•Castle." A pretty stone gate­
house at the entrance led to a 
long, curving driveway up to the 
Castle near the brow of the hill 
with a sweeping view of the Hud­
son. A portion of the estate was 
sold to John D. McKenzie who 
called it "Mc Kenzie Place." Mr. 
McKenzie, a Scotchman, joined 
the South Presbyterian Church in 
1867 as did his wife, Catharine, 
and the story is told that they 
attended church each Sunday, 
bringing their twelve children, all 
dressed in .kilts. About this time 
the Presbyterian Church installed 
a few colored glass windows in 
their church building which had 
been procured from the old Ro­
man Catholic Church on Dock 
Hill. This action so incensed the 
protestant soul of Mr. McKenzie 
that he withdrew from the 
Church and took his family to 
Staten Island. 

Colonel Robert Green Ingersoll 
purchased the F. J. Stone castle 

tag erected in 1868-69. At the and property in the late 1880s. 
same time Mr. Wilde purchased I He was known in his day as the 
the lot at the corner of Broad- "Great Agnostic" but equally as 
way and Church Streets adjoin-, famous as an orator and for his 

and nominating speech for James G. 

which Mrs. During^ wishes to use. 

for an apartment site but the 

Village authorities have refused 

to approve. For two years the 

matter h i s been before state 

courts for decision; approval for 
buiftiing Of Marguery Apartments 
was granted in 1957. 

Close to the Hudson, south of 
"Mid-Grove" lay the estate of 
Courtlandt Palmer whose daugh­
ter, Mary Anns, became Mrs, 
Henry Draper and this estate is 
generally known as the Draper 
Estate. Dr. Henry Draper, born 
in Virginia in 1837, became a 
famous scientist. He had his 
home in Hastings and built an 
observatory on his estate and 
specialized in celestial photog­
raphy; his marvelous photo­
graphs of solar spectrum, of cbr-
na, nebula of Orion and spectrum 
of Jupiter marked him as an orig­
inal discoverer in physical science 
and gave him a reputation as a 
great American scientist. He was 
elected to the National Academy 
of Sciences in 1877 and given an 
honorary degree of L.L.D. by New 
York University in 1882. He mar­
ried Miss Palmer in 1867 and 
after her father died in 1874 Dr. 
Henry Draper took charge of this 
estate in Dobbs Ferry and lived 
there until his own death in 188'2. 

a private park by the landscape 
architect, Frederick I. Olmstead. 
Thomas* house ,a large one with 
bay windows and a porch over­
looking the Hudson was named 
"Dunedin" but amongst the fam­
ily of nieces and nephews it was 
always called "The .Hill." He first 
used it only as a Summer home 
but he retired from active busi­
ness about 1870, spending his 
later years quietly at his Sum­
mer home. He never married but 
retained his ad inflation for the 
fair sex and was always the court­
ly gentleman. His Isvorite recrea­
tion was croquet; his pastor, Dr. 
Niven of the Presbyterian Church 
often played with him. He took 
a deep interest in Mrs. Masters 
and her daughters and aided 
them In their scheol when they 
started it at "Kirk Knoll" which 
they named the Wilde House in 
which they lived| Thomas Co­
chran died at his home in New 
York City on November 28, 1889. 

Samuel Cochraji named his 
house "Thorwood'* but he only 
lived there a few [years when in 
1879 he sold it and eighty acres 
of land to Mr. He#ry Villard for 
a Summer home. This was dur­
ing the hey-day o | Mr. Villard's 
success, as a financier and rail­
road magnate. Heary 'Villard, a 
native of Bavaria, emigrated to 

there he had built a stone house 

River Railroad ! » « » » r i c k trimming intended _for 
'his own declining years." His The Hudson 

Company was formed in 1846 to 
operate a railroad along the east * " • « * « ~ 2 2 ? i J U M ! 
baah of the Hudson from N»w before Mr. W i d e had sold his 
>ork City to Greenbush, opposite * * • « * * • • "Mid-Grove which 
Mbany. The New York and Har-!*e wished to do, he rented the 
l,m Railroad Company had b e e n ^ e w house to Miss Eliza Master, 
chartered in 1831 and laid ft, » * *er School which was estab-

down what is now Fourth \**« *n September, 1877. James 
Wilde Jr. died in 1879 

Blaine at the National Republi­
can Convention of 1876. His elo­
quence and his personal charm 
made him a very effective speak-

Mrs. Henry Draper continued h e r ^ U n i t e d s t a t e g ^ l g 5 3 b e g a n 

residence on the same estate un- I 
til her death several decades i 

as a news reporter in the middle 

driven the last Spike in its con­
struction, and the many months 
if anxiety over financing ended 
in nervous prostration for Mr. 
Villard. As freedom from disturb­
ance could not be had in the City, 
the family removed to their coun­
try home In Dobbs Ferry early 
in the Spring of 1884. "Thor­
wood" had been practically re­
built for the Villard family; Mr. 
Villard had engaged the services 
of McKim, Mead & White, a new­
ly organised architectural firm 
and this was their first contract. 
It was a sumptuous large house 
surrounded by acres of wooded 
land, except on the river side 
where the view was beautiful. 

The Villard home on Madison 
Avenue in the City was sold to 
Whitelaw Reid in September 
1886, and thereby he was able 
to discharge his last obligations 
of his 1883 breakdown in fortune. 
A marvelous turn of affairs in 
the Summer of 1886 restored 
him to his former position of 
power and wealth. This next fi-
nanical interest was electricity 
and by 1892 he was president 
of the Edison General Electric 
Company. Mr. Villard always 
kept his close connections with 
Germany and Austria and Euro­
pean bankers who invested heav­
ily in the United States through 
him. Consequently Mr. Villard 
and often his family travelled ex­
tensively to Europe during the 

for apartments. The f i r s t de-

before 
| having a chance to live in the 
house intended for his declining 

er and an excellent pleading 
lawyer. His home was here in ,velopment of many apartments is 
Dobbs Ferry until his death in .known as "Dobbs Manor" and ax 

.west and acquired fame for his , 
later. Not until the 1950's was \ r e p o r t i n g o f t h e C i v i l W a r ;years of their residence in Dobbs 
the property acquired and zoned a n d w e n t t Q t 0 g f e a t e r f a m e a g Ferry. 

a financier, investing for foreign A f t e r Thomas Cochran's death 
capitalists in American railroads. i n 1 8 8 9 , Mr. Villard bought his 
In 1882 he built f#r his family a , h o u s e ' "Dunedin" which was on a i a r g e p 4 e c e o f property on the 

1899. His daughter, Eva, had .second series of apartment build- J a r g e p r i y a t e r e s i < ^ n c e o n M a d i - , t h e hi" near them and also added ; n e x t h i „ t o t h e g o u t h of Villard 
married Walston Brown and the j i n s s nearer to Wicker s Creek has s o n A v e n u e directly behind St. .twenty acres more to the estate 
estate became known as "Wals- D e e n named "Draper Lane," con- | r a t r i c k . g cathedral. The house His son, Oswald Garrison Villard, 

cessful husband. She was much 
admired and respected. Her tal­
ents as a musician, and the an­
nual piano concerts given in her 
home (Usually as benefits for the 
Dobbs Ferry Hospital) were 
events enjoyed by the community 
for many years. Mrs. Villard lived 
a useful life until 1928. 

Oswald Garrison Villard and 
his family lived in Dobbs Ferry 
until October 1929. He became 
one of the foremost American 
journalists and as editor-owner 
of the New York Evening Post, 
and later as editor of The iXation 
he influenced t h e political 
thought and public opinion dar­
ing many critical years. In 1930 
Villard Hill, all the acreage, was 
sold to Joseph Medill Patterson, 
owner of the New York Daily 
News, who had both ^'Thorwood" 
and "Dunedin" torn down, and 
developed the property for many 
houses. The name of Villard Hill 
h retained and in 1956 them are 
about forty large, modern homes 
built on the former estate. Again 
they are the residences of suc­
cessful business and professional 
men and women who commute to 
the City every working day, such 
names as Norcross, Odquist, Bail­
ey, -Brown, Loiseaux, Whittaker, 
Wallace, Foster, Conner, McDow­
ell, Haff, Whitworth, Hastings, 
and others. 

Robert M. Olyphant was a suc­
cessful merchant in New York 
City whose family had been en­
gaged in the China trade during 
the Yankee clipper days. Mr. 
Olyphant about 1864 purchased 

ton" and remained in the family 
for many years. The next owner 
was Mrs. Irma Levy and she 

tinuing the name made famous f o r m e d a p a r t o f a n i m p 0 s i n g >n<l family occupied that house. 
hy an American scientist 

Villard Hill is the highest p e a rance of a palace though it their youngest son when was only i f r o m H i g h l a n d Turnpike. He had'as it was called, was the 
years. However, after 1883 the often rented one or more of the [point in Dobbs Ferry and w i t h ' r e a l l y consisted of l i x residences. t

s e v e n years old; he was buried 'stone entrance gate and a small |popular place in the village 

tracks 
and Park Avenues in the City 
ynd managed to extend them to 
White Plains in Westchester by 
184 4 and on to Albany by 1852 
1 
not meet the competition of the 
river steamboats in carrying 
freight but it was a much faster Church acquired it for a parish Grover Whalen, often referred to Thomas Cochran born in Scot- b e r 1 7 > i 8 8 3 . T h e fearful strain 
route' than the Harlem R a i l r o a d ' n o u 8 e i n 1 9 1 6 - Mr" W i l d e w a s i a s "M r - N e w Y o r k** because he land in -1807 was the youngest | o f t h e opening of} the Northern 

its tracks were at water 

Hill which overlooks the Hudson, 
and built there a pink brick man­
sion near the brow of the hill 

block which presented the ap- (
M £- an<* M r s - Henry Villard lost w i t n a l o n g c i r c uitous driveway 

was a brother of Governor Flower 
who named it "Southlawn" but 
the house Is still often referred 
to as the Flower Mansion. Nor­
man Hapgood, the editor and 
writer, also lived in this house 
at one time. Mr. Leoni, an Italian 
restauranteur, rebuilt the house 
when he acquired ownership, re­
moving one story, panelling the 
lower floor in oak and replacing 
windows with leaded French 
glass with scenes therein, some 
dated 1651. The house is now 
owned and occupied by the 
widow of Arthur Macy, a banker 
formerly of Scarborough. The 
estate was divided into real estate 
developments as early as 1908 
and sold off into small lots sit­
uated on narrow, winding roads 
on the hillsides. The building of 
attractive homes has continued 
for several decades. Many de­
velopers have taken sections of 
the property which is known a* 
"Riverview Manor." It is one of 
the most attractive residential 
sections of Dobbs Ferry. Hun­
dreds of homes now enjoy the 
river views selected originally i» 
Robert M. Olyphant as the site 
of his estate in 1864. 

Jacob Storm purchased 279 
acres of land at the corner of 
King's Road (Broadway) and 
Ashford Road in 1785 from the 
Commissioners of Phlllppse Man­
or. Richard Dusenbery had the 
farm on the south and Abraham 
Storm owned the next farm north 
and Warner Willsea on the west 
Jacob deeded his property to his 
son, Thomas in 1792 who had a 
son, Anthony. Anthony, it was 
who, built a house at this corner 
in 1820 which was used as a sta­
tion stop for the stage coaches 
that operated between New York 
City and Albany. "Anthonys Inn 

most 
It 

rhe Hudson River Railroad could ' W i l d e f a m " y l i v e d there for many houses on the estate. For a few, the most extensive view of the M r . villard and family moved in- in Sleepy Hollow Cemetery high b r i c k g a t e . h o u s e a t t u r n o f r o a d | a i so served as post-office as An-
. .. Ann*Aa.a an<i when thA hmisA was Summers Mr. firnver Whalen and river and it was first owned bv'*« *\x\a nrinnoir o/Ufi,.ti a f»» t,A 'enoueh on the hillside so th&tJ T-,_II_»J^ * T l * u — e*~ _._*.,. decades and when the house was Summers Mr. Grover Whalen and river and it was first owned by*to this princely edifice after he 

Greenburgh Savings Bank In since 
level and it was soon taking pas 

*. —-« #.^M , 1 , . H M , he also served at one time 
senger business away from the!*0"^* "° • 
Harlem Railroad. Commodore P n th® S c h 0 0 1 B o a r d o f t h e v i l" 
(ornelius Vanderbilt gained « * - * " * " * W M a I W * y S * CiViC" 

sold the South Presbyterian | his family made this his home. Samuel and Thomas Cochran, had lost his fortune on Decem-
1883. 1 

opening 
'elected the first president of the!acted as chairman of the Mayor's and sixteenth child and t h e ' p a c i f i c Railroad of which he was 

Palisade Avenue. 

trol first of the Harlem Railroad 
and then the Hudson River Rail-

minded resident. 
About 1882 "Mid-Grove" was 

road and combined them in 1864. purchased by General Samuel 
The various stock juggling ma- jThomas whose family enjoyed the 
neuvera of such fiaencial vizards estate and in 1895 the General 
as Drfniel Drew, Leonard Jerome j assisted in the establishment of 
Jay Gould, Jim Ffsk and Cor-.the Ardsley Country Club, which 
nelius Vanderbilt in this decade adjoined his estate and which be-
of the 1850's constitute one of came one of the best known, golf 
the great dramas of United States courses in the east. About 1900 
history. Vanderbilt who had en- this lovely estate became the 
listed J. Piurpont Morgan as his property of Edwin Gould (son of 
financial agent, succeeded in No-;Jay Gould) and it remained in 
vember, 1869, in acquiring the that family for several decades 
New York Central Railroad as Mrs. Anna %. Peters was the 
well as the others, and made j owner of this estate for some 
them the New York and Hudson 'years thereafter; she became a 
River Railroad; the first Grand 
Central Depot at 42d Street was 
opened on October 9, 1871. 

As a .result of these transpor­
tation facilities the villages and 
towns along the Hudson River 
began "to grow because the busi­
ly sa men could establish homes 

prominent member of the Zion 
Episcopal Church. She sold the 
property to a real estate develop­
ment corporation and the resi­
dence has been razed to the 
ground. T« 1956 the land is not 
being utilized and to the villagers 
the estate is still known as the 
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Dobbs Ferry and as staunch cam­
paigner for peace and for woman 

Reception Committee in New eleventh son of Robert and Eliz- president, with its attendant na-
York City for 35 years, welcom- jabeth Cochran. While young he tional celebration all across the 
ing the City's famous visitors.i jwent to France and engaged in |country at which time on Sep-

Mrs. Elmire During became the lace manufacturing trade, then tember 3, 1883 Mf. Villard was 
owner of the estate when it was he came to New York in 1828 j one of three officials who hadknown as her famous and sue 
zoned for apartment usage in and formed a partnership with! 
1945. She arranged for the coH- his brothers in the lace and dry 
struction of some 200 brick apart- goods business and prospered, 
ments known as "Beacon Hill With his brother, Samuel he pur-
Manor" and on the opposite side chased a tract of 100 acres of 
of the driveway the "Beacon Hill land in Dobbs Ferry at the top 
Cooperative Apartments," em- of the hill on Clinton Avenue, 
bracing 160 hones , was erected. Two identical houses were builtf| 

The lievy mansion or the former one for each brother. Every fea-
"Castle" became the Beacon Hill ture of the houses was identical, 
Country Club, with a swimming even to the door knobs. One may 

enough on the hillside so that o n 

his grave could be see~h from | t h e h i l l w a s a b a r n a n d a b a r n . 
"Thorwood." Mr. Henry Villard y a r d w i t h a p o n d f o r the farm 
died November 12, 1900. animals. The estate had many 

Fanny Garrison ^Villard, his [acres and adjoined the Minturn 
widow, continued her home in \ estate on the northern edge of 

the village of Hastings-on-Hud-
son. By 1881 this estate was the 

Lower on thony Storm was appointed post­
master by President Jackson in 

,1828. The old Storm's house was 
a landmark for more than a cen­
tury and remained in that family 
until 1933 when the land was 
sold for business and the house 
was razed. The site is now oc-

suffrage she was almost as well property of William A. Cole for 
some years and the next owner HISTORY (cont. on Page 3) 

pool as the center of recreation. wander whether their Scotch 
There still remains a 25-acre thrift dictated such a decision, 
wooded plot on Ogden Avenue! The property was laid out as 

Tel. DOfabs Ferry 3-4757 

C A R R O L L 
Taxi 

24-HOUR SERVICE 
LrMOUSINES FOR ALL OCCASIONS 

90 Main Street Dobbs Ferry, N. Y. 

SAFETY BRAKE SERVICE 
IRvington 9-1339 

Irvington, N. Y. 14 North Astor St. 
(Opp. Railroad Station) 

They're ready —is your house? 

C A B I N 

w 

Cold, stormy weather and its home heating 
problems will soon be here. Have carefree, 
economical Gas Heat installed NOW and 
be '"all set" when the first wintry blast 
arrives. Ask for a FREE heating survey. 

Ccf% ScUAort 

SUNDAY STEAK SPECIAL 
COMPLETE STEAK DINNER 

1 $3.50 
I SERVED FROM 1 until 12 P. M. 

1 MAIN STREET DOBBS FERRY 

J Telephone DObb. Ferry 3-9729 
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Monuments erected in all Ce:neteries 
Single Grave Headstone erected in Cemetery 

COMPLETE COST — $85.00 and up 
Family Plot Mounments erected in Cemetery 

COMPLETE COST — $185.00 and up 
(Pr ices sl ightly higher in G a t e of H e a v e n Cemetery ) 

HUESS MONUMENTAL ART WORKS 
JACKSON AVENUE HASTTNGS-ON-HUDSON 

Tel. HAstings 5-0713 Opposite ML Hope Cemetery 
Free Bookle t u p o n request. 
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Upholstering - Draperies 

Keith S. McHugh presents Vail Medal to Mr. Boese as young John Baumann adds his own special award. 

ramatic rescue of drowning boy 
wins telephone man top honor 

s s s 
Slip Covers 
repairing and rermishing 

since 1931 * ̂  . 
WILMER T\ BARNES 

I 32 CEDAR STREET DOBBS FERRY, N. Y. 
DObUFerrya 

Furniture Q * 
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The highest honor that can be given a telephone em­
ployee, the Vail Medal, has just been awarded by the 
New York Telephone Company to cable splicer John 
Boese of Nfw City, Rockland County for his rescue of 
7-year-old John Baumann from drowning. 

Boese's rfscue of young Baumann took place May 
25 at New City Park Lake, Rockland County. The 
boy had fallen into deep water and disappeared. Boese 
plunged int0 the lake to join the search. Time after time 
he dove into the cold, muddy water, refusing to give-up, 
until finally he located the youngster lying unconscious 
on the bottom and brought him to shore. 

Besides the medal, Boese has received another tribute 
of which he is extremely proud - a letter from the boy's 
parents. It says, in part: "Every time we tuck our boy 
into bed, we say to ourselves, Thanks again to Mr. 
Boese.'" 

In presenting the Vail Medal, Keith S. McHugh, Pres­
ident of the New York Telephone Company, explained 
that it is given only for acts of outstanding initiative or 
courage — either on or off the job, or when telephone 
training is an important factor. Telephone man Boese's 
story is an unusual one. But what he has done typifies 
the "spirit of service" of telephone people everywhere. 

EW YORK TELEPHONE COMPANY ® 

„ . . . . ..-... • 
- • $ * . .ttm-- --̂ .. 

Untitled Document

 

file:///C|/Documents%20and%20Settings/Administrator/Desktop/hello.html2/18/2007 11:01:03 AM

Thomas M. Tryniski 
309 South 4th Street 
Fulton New York 
13069 

www.fultonhistory.com


