
#

Temple Israel of Great Neck

In addition to her involvement at Temple Israel, Emma models the same behavior at school where 
she excels in academics, music, sports, and leadership. AP courses and honors classes fill the 
school day, but Emma feels most joy from band class where she leads serves as principal trumpet. 
After school, Emma plays three varsity sports year-round, where she has found her closest friends 
and clearest mind. As a captain of her basketball and softball teams, Emma models the athleticism 
and dedication necessary to succeed. Within school, Emma leads as Vice President of her grade. 
After exploring different branches of engineering such as bio, structural, civil, and computer, 
Emma plans to continue her studies of engineering in college. 

We are extremely proud of Emma and all the incredible work she does for our synagogue, 
community, and world. This honor is yet another well deserved recognition. May you go from 
strength to strength.

The door to where Emma will take her academic studies is still open, but what she knows for sure 
is that she wants to develop her Jewish identity in college. She hopes to be an active member of 
Hillel. 

Emma has tapped into her roots and crafted her unique Jewish life. She has used it to foster 
connections to others in the Jewish community and beyond. Her ability to be present in the holy 
community is not something we see in most teenagers today. She has found both value and 
meaning in keeping her style of practice. She is very close to her elder siblings Sophie, Cyrus, and 
Leila and her parents Rebecca and Sassan. They get together every Shabbat and holiday with the 
extended branches of the family engaging with one another to strengthen the bond that ties them 
together.

Immersed at Temple Israel since before she entered Beth HaGan preschool, Religious School, 
and Waxman High School, Emma observes tradition and ritual while making them her own. 
Emma participates regularly at Shabbat and holiday services, especially enjoying chanting 
Haftorot and blowing the shofar. An active leader of the Youth House executive board, Emma has 
volunteered at many organizations, including Midnight Runs, Homeless Shelters, IAJF, SHAI, 
and Cohen Children's Medical Center. 

           

Emma Sassouni

OUR 37th YEAR OF CELEBRATING

CHAVAYRIM KOL YISRAEL
NEW YORK METROPOLITAN REGION

FEDERATION OF JEWISH MEN’S CLUBS
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